THE RIVER CRUISE EDIT

Find your river.
Find your rhythm.

ELEGANT ESCAPES TRAVEL

A practical river cruise decision guide. Compare the experience, the route and the whole trip, not only the logo.

36 operator and program profiles ¢ 24 route families

Reviewed October 19, 2026. Inclusions are market-, year-, ship- and fare-specific. This is an editorial planning guide, not a quotation or a
guarantee of future operation.
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01/ THE BIG PICTURE

Begin with the experience.
The appeal

Your room moves while you explore a region. Smaller groups, regional touring and more time near inland destinations are
the draw. The ship is a comfortable base, but the itinerary is the main event.

The trade-of f

Expect fewer dining venues and less late-night entertainment than on a large ocean ship. Days can be busy with walking
and early starts. An intimate ship means you will see the same fellow travelers often.

Who It suits

Travelers who like culture, history, food, scenery and an organized framework, with the flexibility to opt out where the
schedule permits. A river cruise can still be active; it is not automatically a low-effort vacation.

Who should pause

If your priorities are large-show entertainment, extensive children’s facilities, a beach holiday or complete control of daily
timing, compare other vacation formats. If mobility is limited, assess the exact ship, gangways, shore visits and docking
arrangements first.

Start with the river, then the sailing

Choose the experiences you actually want. Next compare the season, route, ship, daily touring, cabin and complete fare.
The most familiar logo should not choose the itinerary for you.

How to use this guide

Choose a route, compare suitable lines, inspect the actual ship and cabin, then price the entire trip. The interactive version
expands the operator profiles, offers side-by-side comparisons and includes a cost worksheet. This PDF is your portable
reference.
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02 / COMPARE THE MODEL

What a servicetier
actually tells you.

A more selectable fare

Some lines separate excursion, beverage or other packages. This can suit an independent traveler, but a low opening fare
is not a complete-trip comparison.

Riverside, AMADEUS, VIVA, CroisiEurope, A-ROSA and nicko have different forms of package choice. Their ships and service standards are not
equivalent.

Daily essentials with choices

Meals and a meaningful touring program are often built in, with limits on drinks, gratuities or optional experiences. Compare
the actual U.S. fare.

Viking, AmaWaterways, Avalon and Emerald are useful comparisons, but their included tours, drinks and tipping arrangements differ.

Broader upfront coverage

More drinks, touring and gratuities may already be included. The extra value depends on what you will actually use. More
inclusive does not guarantee better food for your tastes.
Scenic, Uniworld and Tauck illustrate different high-inclusion models. Riverside with the right package can also belong in this comparison.

These are editorial descriptions, not official star ratings, price guarantees or measured service scores. Food quality and personal service cannot
be ranked fairly by how many items appear on an inclusion list.
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02 / COMPARE THE MODEL

Specialist journeys
need thelr own comparison.

Destination-specific expertise

Nile, Amazon, Asian and Indian river products have their own ship styles, guides, landing conditions and package
structures. A European fare table cannot be applied wholesale.

Compare the actual regional operator and tour organizer. A chartered boat can carry a different program and inclusions from its normal
departures.

A smaller circle and a slower route

The crew-to-guest feel and regional food can be central to a barge trip. Fewer miles and fewer people are the point, not a
disadvantage to be hidden.

Compare a whole-vessel charter with individual-cabin departures; privacy, cancellation exposure and the group dynamic differ.

The fare comparison that matters

Compare the same dates, usable cabin space, included touring and cancellation terms. Add only the extras you would
purchase. A broader beverage package has little value if you do not use it; a strong guided program may be worth more
than an unused balcony.
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03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.
Rhine

Castles, compact towns and a classic introduction. Commonly Amsterdam—Basel or reverse. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: First-time river travelers who want varied stops with a recognizable scenic stretch.

Watch: The castle-filled gorge is one section, not the entire week. Industrial stretches, locks and city approaches are part of
the route.

Timing: Spring/autumn for a different feel from peak summer; holiday sailings are a separate product. No month guarantees navigable water.

Official route reference

Upper Danube

City culture, music and the Wachau Valley. Examples include Budapest—Passau or Vilshofen. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: Travelers drawn to Budapest, Vienna and Central European history.
Watch: A short cruise does not cover the whole Danube. Prague is inland and usually a land extension, not a cruise port.

Timing: Summer can mean heat and busy attractions; shoulder dates change daylight and opening hours.

Official route reference

Lower Danube + Iron Gates

Southeast European history and a more unusual route. Often Budapest toward Romania/Bulgaria. Commonly 7+ nights.
Best fit: Repeat European travelers interested in a different cultural and historical focus.
Watch: Bucharest is inland; Giurgiu and other actual river ports require transfers. Inspect coach time and border formalities.

Timing: Choose exact sailing dates against heat, sightseeing plans and the full pre/post program.

Official route reference
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https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/rhine
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/why-viking/new-to-river-cruising/your-first-river-voyage
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/why-viking/new-to-river-cruising/where-we-sail

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.

Rhine-M a n—Danube

A longer cross-section of inland Europe. Examples connect Amsterdam and Budapest. Often 14 nights.
Best fit: Travelers who want an extended journey rather than two separate one-week vacations.

Watch: More locks, narrow passages and river stretches mean more places where navigation can affect the planned
sequence. Expect some long travel days.

Timing: Compare total daylight sailing, not just the list of countries.

Official route reference

Moselle + tributaries

Vineyards, bends in the river and smaller towns. Often combined with the Rhine. Varies; frequently 7+ nights.
Best fit: Travelers who favor wine villages and scenery over a string of major capitals.
Watch: Check how many days are actually on the Moselle. Similar titles can hide very different river allocations.

Timing: Wine interests and harvest events need exact-date checks; scenery changes through the season.

Official route reference

Dutch + Belgian waterways

Canals, art, gardens and spring departures. Often roundtrip Amsterdam. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: Travelers who value regional depth and, in spring, gardens rather than changing countries every day.

Watch: Tulip bloom is weather-dependent. A sightseeing canal boat is not the overnight river ship. Check garden operating
dates.

Timing: Tulip-themed departures target spring; verify festival and garden dates for the actual year.

Official route reference
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https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/rhine
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/moselle
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/rhine

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.

Seine + Normandy

Paris, art and Normandy history. Typically Paris-area roundtrip. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: Travelers drawn to France, Monet or WWII history.

Watch: Normandy beaches are reached by road. Confirm which landing sites and museums the excursion includes, and
whether your Paris berth is central or outside the city.

Timing: Garden and museum schedules matter. A winter sailing does not reproduce a summer garden itinerary.

Official route reference

Rhbone + Sadne

Lyon, regional food and Provence. Examples connect Lyon/Chalon and Arles/Avignon areas. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: Food-focused travelers who prefer a French regional journey.
Watch: Not every port is walk-off sightseeing. Confirm actual berth, excursions and coach distances to villages.

Timing: Summer heat can change walking comfort; lavender and harvest experiences need exact timing.

Official route reference

Bordeaux waterways

Wine estates, regional food and estuary scenery. Bordeaux/Garonne/Dordogne/Gironde programs. Often 7 nights.
Best fit: Travelers who want depth in one wine region rather than many countries.

Watch: This includes estuary and tidal navigation. A named chéateau or tasting is not automatically included in every fare or
departure.

Timing: Compare winery access, seasonal activity and how much of the trip you spend ashore.

Official route reference
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https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/cruise-destinations/europe/waterways/seine/index.html
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/france
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/france

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.

Douro

Porto, terraced vineyards and Portuguese culture. Commonly Porto roundtrip; some include land extensions. Often 7
nights.

Best fit: Scenery and wine travelers who enjoy a compact regional cruise.

Watch: Lisbon and Salamanca are land components, not places the ship sails to. Hills and coach excursions affect pace.
Ships are purpose-built for this river.

Timing: Warm-season heat can matter. Check lock maintenance and the actual sailing calendar.

Official route reference

Elbe

Dresden, regional history and a less standard river. Berlin/Prague marketed cruise-tours with land links. Check nights
aboard versus tour days.

Best fit: Travelers who prioritize this specific region and accept flexible operations.

Watch: Berlin and Prague on a brochure title do not prove direct ship docking. Low water can affect navigation; inspect
contingency terms.

Timing: Check the ship and operating plan; a lower-capacity ship does not guarantee uninterrupted sailing.

Official route reference

Venice lagoon + Po region
Venice, lagoon life and northern Italian touring. Ship-based Venice/lagoon programs. Check itinerary.
Best fit: Travelers who prefer a floating base for a focused Italian experience.

Watch: Marketed as river cruising, but lagoon navigation and coach-based inland touring may dominate. Do not assume a
continuous Po River passage.

Timing: Heat, crowds and access conditions need review for the dates.

Official route reference
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https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/douro/enticing-douro
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/cruise-destinations/index-v2.html
https://www.uniworld.com/us/river-cruise/italy/venice-and-the-jewels-of-veneto/2026-venice-to-venice?market=us

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.
Nile

Ancient sites with a cruise at the center of a wider Egypt trip. Commonly Luxor—Aswan; direction and nights vary. Often 3-7
nights aboard.

Best fit: Travelers whose priority is archaeology, guided visits and hotel/cruise coordination.

Watch: Cairo, pyramids and Abu Simbel require separate itinerary checks. Early departures, heat, steps and rafted docking
matter. Dahabeya boats are a different product.

Timing: Compare cooler-season demand with hotter periods. Ask about touring time of day and shade.

Official route reference

L ower Mekong

Vietnam/Cambodia communities, food and cultural history. Ho Chi Minh City area—Cambodia programs. Often 7 nights plus
land stays.

Best fit: Travelers comfortable with heat, small-boat landings and guided cultural touring.

Watch: Angkor Wat is inland. Siem Reap transfers and Tonle Sap access depend on season and water conditions.
Compare actual cruise endpoints.

Timing: Wet/dry cycles alter access and scenery; higher water and lower water offer different trade-offs.

Official route reference

Upper Mekong

Laos, Thailand connections and smaller-ship exploration. Luang Prabang/Golden Triangle routes. Varies from short stays
to longer expeditions.

Best fit: Travelers wanting a regional cultural journey rather than European-style port hopping.

Watch: Not connected as one seamless cruise to the Lower Mekong. Border crossings, small-boat transfers and river
conditions can reshape the trip.

Timing: Use the operator’'s seasonal program, not a generic Southeast Asia calendar.

Official route reference
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https://www.oberoihotels.com/nile-cruise-zahra/itineraries/
https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/destinations/mekong-river-cruise
https://heritage-line.com/cruise/upper-mekong-river/

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.
Ganges + Hooghly

River communities, temples and Bengal history. Kolkata-area and longer Ganges-system routes. Often 7 nights or longer.

Best fit: Travelers drawn to cultural immersion and a more exploratory itinerary.

Watch: The label Ganges covers different river branches and lengths. Do not assume Varanasi or the Taj Mahal is on a
short Kolkata sailing.

Timing: Check heat, regional season and operator navigation plans for the actual itinerary.

Official route reference

Brahmaputra

Assam landscapes and wildlife-linked touring. Assam river programs, sometimes with park extensions. Varies; often 7+
nights.

Best fit: Travelers interested in India beyond the familiar city circuit.

Watch: Park visits, wildlife sightings and access are never guaranteed. Compare boutique versus active expedition ships
and shore landings. Viking has announced entry for late 2027; check future departures separately.

Timing: Verify the river and national-park operating calendar, not only flight availability.

Official route reference

Y angtze + Three Gorges

Gorge scenery within a broader China itinerary. Commonly Chongging—Yichang. Often 3—4 nights; longer routes also exist.

Best fit: Travelers who want a scenic cruise segment alongside China'’s cities and history.

Watch: Upstream/downstream schedules differ. Piers may require road transfers; ship-lift, dam and optional excursions are

not interchangeable.

Timing: Check holiday demand, visibility, shore-access conditions and actual transfer times.

Official route reference
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03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.

Peruvian Amazon

Wildlife outings, forest waterways and naturalist guiding. Iquitos/Nauta gateway with tributary exploration. Often 3—7 nights
aboard.

Best fit: Travelers who value guided wildlife and nature over city sightseeing.

Watch: This is an expedition using skiffs and local landings. Water season changes the experience; wildlife is not
guaranteed. Confirm recommended arrival flights.

Timing: High-water and lower-water programs offer different access, not a simple good/bad season split.

Official route reference

Magdalena

Colombian river towns, music and regional culture. Cartagena/Barranquilla-linked programs. Commonly 7 nights.
Best fit: Travelers looking for a cultural South American river trip.

Watch: This is not the Amazon. Confirm the mix of river cruising, coastal/city time and transfers, plus heat and excursion
demands.

Timing: Use itinerary-specific weather and operational guidance rather than European season rules.

Official route reference

Mississippl + U.S. tributaries

American history, music and river towns. Examples include New Orleans/Memphis and upper-river itineraries. Short
sailings through multiweek journeys.

Best fit: Travelers seeking a domestic river experience with regional enrichment.

Watch: Lower and Upper Mississippi are different vacations. City names can mean distant airports or piers; compare
transfers and full itinerary.

Timing: Check heat, flood/disruption potential and the route’s sailing calendar.

Official route reference
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https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/destinations/amazon-river-cruise
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/south-america/magdalena
https://www.americancruiselines.com/libraries/ACL/Documents/travel-agents/guides/American-Cruise-Lines_2026-2028_Travel-Advisor-Guide_041726.pdf

03/ ROUTE REFERENCE

Choose your river.
Columbia + Snake

Pacific Northwest landscapes and regional history. Portland-area/Clarkston-linked itineraries. Often around a week; inspect
program.

Best fit: Travelers wanting a U.S. scenery and history itinerary rather than European cities.

Watch: Check actual airport endpoints and transfer times. A Columbia/Snake cruise is not an Alaska or coastal-ocean
itinerary.

Timing: Route season and temperatures differ from the Mississippi; compare the actual dates.

Official route reference

Chobe wildlife cruise

Water-based safari with land travel around it. Botswana/Namibia border river within Africa programs. Short cruise within a
longer trip.

Best fit: Travelers prioritizing wildlife and a smaller floating base.

Watch: The Zambezi Queen sails the Chobe despite its name. This is not a long-distance European-style river itinerary.
Safari and border logistics need separate planning.

Timing: Review wildlife seasons, temperatures and the complete safari route; sightings remain unpredictable.

Official route reference

Hotel barges + canals

Slow travel, regional food and a handful of fellow guests. French canals and selected European waterways. Commonly 6
nights.

Best fit: Friends, families or couples who prefer regional depth and a small onboard group.

Watch: Limited distance covered is part of the appeal. Compare charter versus individual cabin, stairs, meal flexibility and
transfer meeting points.

Timing: Check canal operations, towpath conditions and the barge’s actual season.

Official route reference
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https://www.americancruiselines.com/cruises/columbia-and-snake-river-cruises?duration=6-9
https://www.amawaterways.com/ships/zambezi-queen
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04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.
Viking

Inclusive core | Europe, Egypt, Asia, USA

Consider for: An adults-only, destination-focused trip with a straightforward onboard atmosphere.
Food: Included meals with regional choices; compare the actual ship, not Viking’s ocean restaurants.
Touring: One included excursion per port; other experiences may cost extra.

Drinks: Beer and wine with lunch and dinner; broader drinks are extra unless bundled. Tips: Usually extra on standard
U.S.-market river bookings; confirm the quote.

Watch: An included overview tour may not be your preferred activity. No children under 18. Viking’s announced Brahmaputra product starts in
late 2027; this is future inventory, not an operating India record.

Official product reference

AmaWaterways

Inclusive core | Europe, Egypt, Asia, Colombia, Africa

Consider for: Travelers who want touring choices, including active options on many European sailings.
Food: Meals included; Chef's Table available on many European ships, not a fleetwide promise.
Touring: Guided choices, often including walking, hiking and cycling in Europe; regional programs differ.

Drinks: Europe: lunch/dinner beer and wine plus Sip & Sail hour; premium extras may apply. Tips: Generally extra on
standard U.S. fares unless the offer includes them.

Watch: Douro, Colombia, Egypt and Chobe are distinct products. Verify cabins, dining and age rules.

Official product reference

Avalon Waterways

Inclusive core | Europe, Asia, Amazon, Egypt
Consider for: Travelers drawn to cabin views and a choice of activity styles.

Food: Included European FlexDining venues and menus vary by ship; compare casual choices, main dining and actual
hours.

Touring: Classic, Active and Discovery choices; selected Active & Discovery itineraries expand the range.

Drinks: Published Europe offering: wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch/dinner, sparkling wine at breakfast and a
complimentary evening Happy Hour (except first night). Tips: U.S. terms generally exclude crew/director/local gratuities
unless noted.

Watch: The Open-Air Balcony is an opening window area, not a separate step-out terrace.

Official product reference
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04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Uniworld

High inclusion | Europe, Egypt, Asia, Amazon

Consider for: Travelers who prefer individually styled ships and broader inclusions.

Food: Included dining and a broad beverage selection; exact regional arrangements differ.
Touring: Included sightseeing choices; check additional-cost experiences and departure details.

Drinks: Premium drinks broadly included; regional or special-label exceptions need checking. Tips: European programs
include onboard staff gratuities; check other regions separately.

Watch: Decor is distinctive, not uniform. Suite benefits do not apply to every cabin.

Official product reference

Scenic

High inclusion | Europe, Asia

Consider for: Travelers who want extensive touring, drinks and more personal onboard service bundled.
Food: Meals and a broad drinks program included; venues and access vary by ship/category.

Touring: Scenic Freechoice options and designated Enrich experiences; inspect physical demands.

Drinks: Broad onboard beverages; a limited premium list can be excluded. Tips: Onboard and onshore gratuities included
in the published river program.

Watch: Check specialty-dining eligibility and butler services for your actual suite.

Official product reference

Tauck

High inclusion | Europe

Consider for: Travelers who want a closely managed touring experience with broad upfront coverage.
Food: Included meals as specified and onboard drinks, including spirits.

Touring: Published river program includes its arranged shore excursions, without optional-tour selling.

Drinks: Broad all-day onboard beverage program. Tips: River program includes Tauck director and cruise gratuities.

Watch: Compare actual free time and activity levels; organized touring is central to the product.

Official product reference
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https://www.uniworld.com/us/river-cruises/all-inclusive-river-cruises
https://scenic.cruises/US/en-US/plan-your-journey/faqs/river
https://www.tauck.com/river-cruises/why-take-a-river-cruise/distinctively-inclusive

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Emerald Cruises

Inclusive core | Europe, Asia

Consider for: Travelers wanting contemporary ships and included active/cultural experiences.
Food: Included meals with regional influence; restaurant setup varies by ship.

Touring: Included touring, EmeraldPLUS and EmeraldACTIVE; DiscoverMORE activities cost extra.

Drinks: Published 2026 Europe terms: wine, draft beer and soft drinks with lunch/dinner; packages expand this. Tips:
Published river offering includes gratuities; reconfirm regional scope.

Watch: Do not apply 2026 drinks terms automatically to another season or destination.

Official product reference

Riverside Luxury Cruises

Package choice | Europe

Consider for: Travelers who prioritize suite space and butler service but want fare flexibility.
Food: Dining and beverage coverage depend on the culinary package; check specialty charges.
Touring: Excursions require the appropriate package or separate arrangements.

Drinks: Full Board and Premium All Inclusive are different products. Tips: Published FAQ includes package gratuities.

Watch: Two fares on the same ship can buy materially different vacations.

Official product reference

Riviera Travel

Inclusive core | Europe

Consider for: Travelers who want guided European itineraries with a published U.S. all-day drinks offering.
Food: Onboard meals included; regional and familiar menu choices.

Touring: Guided excursions included; check the detailed daily program.

Drinks: Current U.S. European offering includes selected drinks throughout the day. Tips: Standard booking conditions
exclude gratuities unless specifically bundled in the offer.

Watch: Solo-specific departures and standard sailings differ; confirm the actual supplement.

Official product reference
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https://www.emerald.cruises/US/en-US/river/river-experience/ship-experience/dining-beverages
https://riverside-cruises.com/en/faq
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04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.
AMADEUS River Cruises

Package choice | Europe

Consider for: Travelers who want a comfortable European base with selectable shore programs.

Food: Full board; selected wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch/dinner in the U.S. offering.

Touring: Excursion packages are selectable; a headset being included does not mean every tour is free.

Drinks: Meal-time selection included; broader bar purchases may cost extra. Tips: Current U.S. amenities page includes
onboard gratuities.

Watch: U.S. and other market inclusions can differ. Compare the actual excursion package.

Official product reference

VIVA Cruises

Package choice | Europe

Consider for: Travelers who prefer broad onboard coverage and freedom over sightseeing spend.
Food: Full board with included beverage program.

Touring: Shore excursions can cost extra despite the all-inclusive onboard label.

Drinks: Broad VIVA All-Inclusive drinks; confirm premium exclusions. Tips: Onboard gratuities included.

Watch: All-inclusive onboard is not the same as all-inclusive ashore.

Official product reference

CroisiEurope

Package choice | Europe, Asia, Africa

Consider for: Travelers open to a European atmosphere and routes beyond the standard Rhine/Danube pair.
Food: Full board with French-influenced dining; selected drinks aboard.

Touring: Included excursions and optional packages vary by cruise reference and fare.

Drinks: Standard selection with meals and at the bar; special lists excluded. Tips: Verify current gratuity guidance for the
chosen program.

Watch: Some official pages describe optional tours while others bundle packages. Read the exact cruise reference.

Official product reference
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https://www.amadeus-rivercruises.com/amadeus-amenities.html
https://www.viva-cruises.com/en/onboard-abc
https://www.croisieuroperivercruises.com/information/aboard

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.
A-ROSA

Package choice | Europe

Consider for: Families and travelers who prefer a less formal, buffet-led European style.
Food: Buffet/live-cooking emphasis on the published Premium program.

Touring: Excursions generally separate; family activities depend on ship and departure.

Drinks: Basic and Premium All-Inclusive differ; expanded cocktails/spirits package can cost more. Tips: Check exact fare
and tipping guidance.

Watch: A-ROSA SENA's family features do not describe the entire fleet.

Official product reference

nicko cruises

Package choice | Europe

Consider for: Travelers comfortable choosing an expressly bilingual departure.

Food: Full-board style and beverage packages require ship-specific checks.

Touring: Excursion packages often extra; certain cruises include them.

Drinks: Check beverage package, ship and market. Tips: Confirm exact sailing terms.

Watch: An English website does not mean every departure has an English excursion program.

Official product reference

Gate 1 Travd

Package choice | Europe, Egypt

Consider for: Travelers prioritizing an organized trip and a clearly costed package.
Food: Meals as listed; inspect the exact ship and meal-time beverage coverage.
Touring: Included sightseeing plus optional tours on many programs.

Drinks: Verify by cruise package; do not infer from land-tour inclusions. Tips: Crew/Cruise Director tips can remain extra.

Watch: Compare the complete tour length with nights actually aboard and optional-tour costs.

Official product reference
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https://www.arosa-cruises.com/my-a-rosa/price-system.html
https://www.nicko-cruises.de/en/english-departures
https://www.gate1travel.com/river-cruises/europe-river-cruises/2026/rhine/rhine-river-cruise-15dabgamsbsl26.aspx

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Grand Circle Cruise Line

Inclusive core | Europe

Consider for: Travelers interested in hosted cultural discovery and a social group format.
Food: Most meals; published owned-ship house beer, wine and soft drinks included.
Touring: Guided tours and cultural Discovery events; optional experiences may remain.

Drinks: Published house beverage selection aboard privately owned river ships. Tips: Local guide/driver tips included;
check crew and Program Director separately.

Watch: Treat this as market context: advisor booking/servicing access must be confirmed.

Official product reference

APT Luxury Travel

High inclusion | Europe, Asia
Consider for: Travelers interested in an extensively organized cruise-and-tour program.

Food: New-generation European ships advertise multiple dining venues and in-suite dining; regional ships differ.

Touring: European programs include Signature Experiences and Freedom of Choice sightseeing; inspect the exact route.

Drinks: New-generation Europe program publishes unlimited onboard beverages; regional and special-list exceptions need

checking. Tips: Published Magnificent Europe includes gratuities and port charges.

Watch: Do not borrow Australian or UK flight/transfer inclusions for a U.S. quote.

Official product reference

Travelmarve

Inclusive core | Europe, Asia, Egypt

Consider for: Travelers looking for a premium escorted format with a balance of touring and leisure.
Food: Meals as specified; check the current ship’s restaurants and rate.

Touring: Included sightseeing with optional additions depending on program.

Drinks: Confirm meal-time versus wider beverage coverage for the U.S. package. Tips: Verify current U.S. quote.

Watch: Travelmarvel and APT are related offerings, not interchangeable inclusion lists.

Official product reference
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04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.
Adventures by Disney

High inclusion | Europe

Consider for: Families seeking a purpose-designed guided river program; some adult-exclusive departures also exist.

Food: Ship dining plus the activities and meals specified in the adventure.

Touring: Disney Adventure Guides and premium programmed activities aboard AmaWaterways sailings.

Drinks: Check the chosen adventure’s beverage coverage. Tips: River departures include crew, local-expert and

Adventure Guide gratuities.

Watch: This is not Disney Cruise Line. An ordinary Ama sailing does not include the Disney program.

Official product reference

Celebrity River Cruises

Announced product | Europe

Consider for: Travelers curious about Celebrity’s planned river experience and new ships.
Food: Announced multiple dining choices, including a 24-hour option.

Touring: Announced one included shore excursion per day.

Drinks: Announced fare includes alcoholic beverages and Wi-Fi. Tips: Obtain written confirmation; do not copy
ocean-cruise assumptions.

Watch: Not yet operating as of this review. First sailing announced for August 2027; no established river-service track record.

Official product reference

American Cruise Lines

Inclusive core | USA
Consider for: Travelers wanting U.S. river history and scenery without an overseas cruise itinerary.
Food: Onboard dining and refreshments included; check the regional menus.

Touring: At least one Featured excursion per port; Premium/Signature options cost extra.

Drinks: Included drinks program; no separate drink-package purchase in the published offering. Tips: Onboard gratuities

included.

Watch: Domestic does not mean inexpensive. Compare modern riverboats with paddlewheelers and the exact route.

Official product reference
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https://www.adventuresbydisney.com/trip-types/river-cruises/
https://www.celebritycruises.com/river
https://www.americancruiselines.com/general-information/faqs

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.
Aqua Expeditions

Regional specialist | Asia, Amazon

Consider for: Travelers who want a small-ship river expedition with design and destination-led dining.
Food: Included meals; compare Aqua Mekong with Amazon ships rather than assume identical menus.
Touring: Guided outings with local experts; skiff-based exploration is central.

Drinks: Selected wine/beer and nonalcoholic drinks; check wider bar coverage. Tips: Mekong published additional
expenses include gratuities; confirm the Amazon terms separately.

Watch: Getting in and out of small boats matters. Remote-region logistics differ from European city touring.

Official product reference

Pandaw

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers who prioritize cultural exploration and an expedition atmosphere.

Food: Meals and local food experiences are part of the program; check the route’s full-board terms.
Touring: Scheduled excursions included on Pandaw-owned programs.

Drinks: Water/tea/coffee included; wider drinks packages or consumption charges can apply. Tips: Crew gratuities
included; shore-guide tips may be separate.

Watch: Owned-ship and partner itineraries differ. Review landings, mobility and current advisories.

Official product reference

Heritage Line

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers drawn to boutique ships and cultural touring on the Upper or Lower Mekong.
Food: Meals and guided experiences as specified in the cruise program.

Touring: Daily group excursions and entrance fees in the published Upper Mekong program.

Drinks: Destination and year matter; Upper Mekong beverage terms change for 2028. Tips: Obtain the exact itinerary’s

tipping guidance.

Watch: Do not use Lower Mekong drink terms for Laos. Internet depends on local signal.

Official product reference
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https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/destinations/mekong-river-cruise
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/included-cruise-price
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04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Delfin Amazon Cruises

Regional specialist | Amazon

Consider for: Travelers seeking a Peruvian Amazon stay with wildlife outings and a small-ship setting.
Food: Destination-led meals; verify current ship/rate beverage inclusions.

Touring: Naturalist-led program; inspect the specific vessel's activities and transfer plan.

Drinks: Confirm the current inclusion sheet rather than an old rate PDF. Tips: Confirm current rate.

Watch: Airport transfers can require recommended flights. Different Delfin ships offer different layouts.

Official product reference

National Geographic—Lindblad Expeditions
Regional specialist | Amazon

Consider for: Travelers whose priority is natural history and an expedition learning program.
Food: Meals and drinks follow the specific expedition’s inclusion schedule.

Touring: Upper Amazon programs use Delfin vessels with expedition-led exploration.
Drinks: Confirm departure-specific coverage. Tips: Confirm expedition terms.

Watch: Compare the expedition organizer’'s program with the vessel operator’s standard cruise; they are not identical products.

Official product reference

Assam Bengal Navigation

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers interested in India’s river communities, cultural history and regional wildlife.
Food: Meals/program depend on chosen boutique or active-expedition product.

Touring: Ganges and Brahmaputra programs; wildlife components depend on route.

Drinks: Announced unlimited beverages from 2025-26 on boutique river ships; verify vessel eligibility. Tips: Confirm
program terms.

Watch: Boutique and Active Expedition are different styles. Water levels can change timing and landings.

Official product reference
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https://www.delfinamazoncruises.com/our-vessels-delfin-iii/
https://www.expeditions.com/expeditions/upper-amazon
https://www.assambengalnavigation.com/brahmaputra-river-cruises

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Antara River Cruises

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers seeking India-focused cultural river itineraries and distinctive ships.
Food: Ship-specific dining and meals; check the full written program.

Touring: Ganges-system routes and selected longer India/Bangladesh journeys.

Drinks: Verify selected ship/rate. Tips: Verify selected ship/rate.

Watch: A long Ganges—Brahmaputra journey is not equivalent to a week near Kolkata. Check border and visa needs individually.

Official product reference

The Oberol Nile Cruisers

Regional specialist | Egypt
Consider for: Travelers who want to compare a hotel-led service model on the Nile.
Food: Zahra and Philae have distinct cruise and dining programs.

Touring: Guided antiquity visits; check the exact itinerary and included admission scope.

Drinks: Verify package; full board does not automatically include every beverage. Tips: Confirm gratuities and guide

coverage.

Watch: Short and longer sailings visit sites at different paces. Cairo and Abu Simbel are not automatically included.

Official product reference

A& K; Sanctuary

Regional specialist | Egypt, Amazon

Consider for: Travelers comparing specialist-guided journeys with boutique riverboats.

Food: Meals and beverage coverage depend on boat and A&K; journey or standalone booking.
Touring: Nile antiquities or Amazon exploration, depending on riverboat/program.

Drinks: Verify specific journey. Tips: Verify specific journey.

Watch: Formerly Sanctuary Retreats. A boat booking and an A&K; escorted tour can include different services.

Official product reference
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https://www.antaracruises.com/ganga-cruise-itineraries/
https://www.oberoihotels.com/nile-cruise-zahra/itineraries/
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/sanctuary

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

Sonesta Nile Cruises

Regional specialist | Egypt

Consider for: Travelers wanting a range of conventional Nile ships and smaller dahabeya-style options.
Food: Dining and full-board inclusions depend on the ship and booked package.

Touring: Confirm guiding, admissions and transfers rather than assuming all Nile packages match.

Drinks: Verify selected program. Tips: Verify selected program.

Watch: Sun Goddess, St. George and dahabeya products have different sizes and layouts.

Official product reference

Victoria Cruise Lines

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers adding a Three Gorges segment to a wider China itinerary.

Food: Ship and upgrade package determine dining coverage and venues.

Touring: Included/optional excursion arrangements depend on booked package.

Drinks: Verify fare and amenities program. Tips: Verify service charges, crew and shore tips.

Watch: Check direction, number of nights, pier transfers and optional ship-lift experiences.

Official product reference

Century Cruises

Regional specialist | Asia

Consider for: Travelers comparing modern Yangtze ships and longer China river journeys.
Food: Chinese and Western dining choices; venue access depends on ship/package.
Touring: Excursion and inclusion schedules need exact itinerary checks.

Drinks: Verify selected sailing. Tips: Shore guides/driver tips may be separate from onboard charges.

Watch: A Chinese five-star ship designation is not a global service ranking. Ship age and layout matter.

Official product reference
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https://www.sonesta.com/sonesta-cruises
https://www.victoriacruiselines.com/FAQ.html
https://www.centuryrivercruises.com/en/aboard%20cruise-cuisine.html

04 / LINES + SPECIALISTS

The operator reference.

European Waterways

Barge / charter | Barges

Consider for: Small groups and couples seeking slow regional travel with chef-led dining.
Food: Published barge fare includes meals, regional wines and open bar.

Touring: Daily guided excursions and local transfers in the published program.

Drinks: Open bar; verify the specific barge’s details. Tips: Check crew tipping guidance; do not infer from all-inclusive
label.

Watch: A barge covers a small area slowly. Chartering the whole vessel differs from buying one cabin.

Official product reference

Les Bateaux Belmond

Barge / charter | Barges

Consider for: Friends or families wanting a private French boat journey and regional dining.

Food: Meals and beverages included in published boat program; verify charter details.

Touring: Excursions included; tailored journeys depend on boat and booking.

Drinks: Included program; confirm special requests and premium exclusions. Tips: Confirm crew gratuity guidance.

Watch: Private-charter terms and boat layouts need review. This is not a multi-country river liner.

Official product reference

TUI River Cruises

Package choice | Europe, Egypt

Consider for: UK-market travelers comparing an adults-only packaged holiday.
Food: Meals included in published UK package; drinks vary by chosen offer/season.
Touring: Confirm excursion inclusions for the actual sailing.

Drinks: Meal-time drinks or wider all-inclusive offer: check date and fare. Tips: Published UK package includes tips.

Watch: UK-origin flights are not U.S. airfare. U.S. booking access and servicing must be checked.

Official product reference
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

Choose the actual cabin.

Fixed window

A river view without opening outdoor space. Lower-deck windows may sit high on the wall. Compare the actual floor plan,
daylight and window position before assuming the photo matches every cabin.

French bal cony

Usually a floor-to-ceiling opening with a protective rail, not an outdoor space where you can place chairs. The exact
engineering differs by ship. Ask what opens and how it affects room use.

Step-out balcony

A separate exterior space. Useful if you will sit outside, but compare interior square footage and seasonal weather. Not
every “balcony” label means this.

Retractable / indoor-outdoor window

A wide opening can turn part of the cabin into a view-facing seating area. Avalon’s Open-Air Balcony is an example. It is
different from an external terrace.
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

Choose the actual cabin.
Suite

Compare usable room area, bathroom, storage and the named benefits. “Suite” does not automatically mean butler, room
service, laundry, private transfers or two rooms. Those are product-specific.

L ocation and noise

Review nearby lounge/restaurant areas, engines, stairs and overhead deck activity. A higher deck may improve the outlook
but can change cost, motion sensations or noise exposure. Choose based on the actual deck plan.

Rafted docking

Ships can berth side by side. Your view may become another cabin, and leaving the ship may mean crossing another
vessel. Close curtains when appropriate. A balcony is not a guarantee of uninterrupted scenery.

The side of the ship

Do not pay more for a supposed universally “best” side without inspecting the route and docking plan. Views change with
direction, bends, berths and other ships. The lounge and sun deck can be useful viewing spaces.
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

Life aboard and ashore.

Food: compare the format

Ask about meal times, open seating, group seating, regional dishes, lighter choices, room service and specialty venues. A
tasting menu can be meaningful; a long restaurant list is not automatically better. Some ships have one principal restaurant.

Food: taste is not a star score

This guide does not invent numerical food rankings. Chef teams, region, menus and your preferences affect the experience.
Ask for current sample menus and explain what you like to eat. Line marketing is not independent evidence of consistency.

Dietary needs

Explain allergies, cross-contact concerns and medical dietary requirements before paying. Request written confirmation
from the operator for the actual ship. A vegetarian option is not proof that every complex allergy can be safely
accommodated.

Service: roles matter

A Cruise Manager or Program Director focuses on the voyage and touring; an expedition leader focuses on exploration; a
butler handles a defined set of personal services. These are different roles. Confirm what each includes and whether it is
tied to the cabin.

Activity: read the whole excursion

A “gentle” group can still include cobbles, stairs, standing and a gangway. Check distance, terrain, coach time, bathroom
stops and the ability to return early. A “panoramic tour” may spend a lot of time on a bus.

ELEGANT ESCAPES TRAVEL / THE RIVER CRUISE EDIT 27



05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

Life aboard and ashore.

Active options

Hikes, cycling and kayaking are itinerary-specific, not daily promises across a brand. Confirm equipment, e-bike availability,
skill level, capacity and weather policies. Two appealing choices may run simultaneously.

Evenings

Expect combinations of conversation, piano or local music, destination talks and occasional performances. City overnights
can create independent evening options, but departure times and berth access govern what is practical.

Families
Allowed does not mean designed for children. Compare Tauck Bridges, Uniworld Generations, Adventures by Disney and

specific A-ROSA family products with a regular adult-oriented sailing. Verify age, bed configuration, connecting cabins and
supervision.

Solo travelers

Compare the total single-occupancy fare, not only a “no supplement” headline. Check cabin inventory, category exclusions,
hosted activities and dining flexibility. A dedicated solo departure can feel different from being one solo guest on a standard
sailing.

Groups and celebrations

Confirm cabin types, excursion capacity, dining arrangements and cancellation terms for each household. A group
promotion or free-place offer has thresholds and conditions; it is not a universal perk.
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

The details that protect the trip.

Water levels: both extremes matter

Low water can limit depth; high water can limit bridge clearance or access. Changes can mean revised ports, a ship swap,
buses, hotels or cancellation. No river, ship or month is disruption-proof. Read the actual operator terms before booking.

Contingency expectations

Ask what happens if your ship cannot sail the planned section and who decides the alternative. Keep essential medication
and documents accessible in case a ship swap occurs. Elegant Escapes Travel can help communicate and advocate; the
operator controls navigation.

Accessibility starts at the gangway

An elevator on the ship does not guarantee access to every deck, the sun deck, shore or neighboring rafted vessels. Water

level can change a ramp’s angle. Get ship-specific acceptance for mobility devices and assistance needs before making a
reservation.

Flights and buffers

Plan arrival at least a day before sailing where practical, with enough margin for the actual itinerary. A pre-cruise hotel is
also useful time to recover from overnight travel. Check who handles a missed connection, especially with separate tickets.
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

The details that protect the trip.

Transfers have boundaries

Included transfers may depend on buying the operator’s air, arriving on specific days or using particular airports. Extra hotel
nights can change eligibility. Confirm pickup location, luggage, operating window and private versus shared service in
writing.

The berth may change

Do not book a private taxi using only an early brochure’s dock name. Get the final pier and contact instructions, then check
for operational updates close to travel. Some marketed city names describe the excursion, not the mooring.

Insurance needs areal comparison

Read the policy’s covered reasons, limits and exclusions for interruption, delay, missed connections, medical care and
evacuation. Water-level itinerary changes are not automatically covered. Buying protection does not mean every
disappointment triggers a payment.

Cancellation and payment

Compare deposit, final-payment date, cancellation scale, promotional restrictions and separate air/land terms. A
nonrefundable offer and a more flexible offer are not equivalent even if the cabin is identical. Ask what changes after final
payment.
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05/ THE PRACTICAL EDIT

The details that protect the trip.

Documents and health

Review passport, entry, transit and health requirements for every traveler and country on the actual route. Minors, dual
nationality and land extensions can change the paperwork. Confirm current rules with official authorities; avoid using a
cruise FAQ as your only immigration source.

Packing and connectivity

Pack layers and shoes for the actual terrain, not only dinner clothes. Verify outlets, voltage, allowed appliances and laundry
on the specific ship. Included Wi-Fi is not a promise of uninterrupted high-speed access along remote waterways.

| ndependent exploring

Confirm when and where you must rejoin the ship. A vessel can move while guests tour. Keep the ship’s contact details, a
return plan and any required documents with you. Ask before skipping an excursion that includes a transfer to the next
mooring.

Season: choose your trade-off

European spring can suit gardens, summer gives longer days but can be hot, autumn changes scenery and daylight, and
festive sailings need market-date checks. Asian and Amazon wet/dry cycles alter access. Start with the river, then your
exact dates.
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06 / ELEGANT ESCAPES TRAVEL

A better match.
A better-connected trip.

A match that goes beyond the logo

Elegant Escapes Travel compares the river, ship, sailing date, touring style and cabin against how you want to travel. The
goal is a shortlist with clear reasons, not dozens of brochures to sort through.

The compl ete cost, explained

We compare what is already included with the extras you would actually purchase: tours, drinks, tips, flights, hotels and
transfers. A lower fare can be a better fit, but it should win on the whole trip.

Preferred opportunities, checked for your sailing

Through our Fora affiliation and eligible partner programs, we check for available promotions, amenities or onboard credits.

Benefits depend on the line, sailing, fare and booking channel. Upgrades and other availability-based benefits are never
promised.
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06 / ELEGANT ESCAPES TRAVEL

The value beyond
the reservation.

Thetrip around the ship

With the appropriate planning service, we help coordinate the hotels, transfers, flights and touring around the cruise. A good
cruise choice still needs a workable arrival, departure and connection plan.

Requests and advocacy

We communicate relevant preferences and special requests and provide booking support within the agreed service. If
something changes, you have a professional helping you understand options and work with the supplier. We cannot control
river conditions or override operator decisions.

Price monitoring where rules allow

We can check for eligible promotions and fare adjustments after booking. Repricing depends on availability, fare rules,
deadlines and whether existing benefits would be lost. Savings are not guaranteed.

Start my river cruise inquiry

Already know your exact cruise? Complimentary booking support is available for a specified sailing. Personalized matchmaking and wider
vacation planning are separate services. We explain scope and applicable fees before work begins.
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07 / BEFORE YOU COMMIT

Y our booking checkpoint.

[ 1 Choose the river and experiences that matter most

[ ] Compare the actual ship and sailing direction

[ 1 Verify age, mobility, dietary and cabin requirements

[ 1 Check balcony design and usable cabin space

[ ] Compare meal, beverage, excursion and gratuity coverage
[ ] Read the water-level and itinerary-change terms

[ 1 Review deposit, cancellation and final-payment dates

[ ] Confirm flights, hotel nights and transfer eligibility

[ 1 Review documents and appropriate travel protection

[ 1 Ask Elegant Escapes Travel to check the whole trip before booking

Bring these details to your inquiry

Who is traveling and ages; date flexibility; approximate trip length; departure airport; preferred rivers; cabin priorities;
walking/mobility needs; food preferences; and a comfortable total trip range including flights.

Scope: a broad planning directory for U.S. travelers with selected international and regional specialists. It is not a census of every operator or a
statement that Elegant Escapes Travel can book every listed supplier. Future products are labeled; actual availability must be confirmed.
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08 / CHECK THE DETAILS

Official source index.

Public sources reviewed October 19, 2026. Brand claims were paraphrased; best-fit and watch-out notes include editorial judgment. Recheck the

relevant contract and current inclusion sheet for your exact booking.

Viking / reference 1

Viking / reference 2

Viking / reference 3

AmaWaterways / reference 1
AmaWaterways / reference 2
AmaWaterways / reference 3

Avalon Waterways / reference 1
Avalon Waterways / reference 2
Avalon Waterways / reference 3
Avalon Waterways / reference 4
Avalon Waterways / reference 5
Avalon Waterways / reference 6
Uniworld / reference 1

Uniworld / reference 2

Uniworld / reference 3

Scenic / reference 1

Scenic / reference 2

Scenic / reference 3

Tauck / reference 1

Tauck / reference 2

Tauck / reference 3

Emerald Cruises / reference 1
Emerald Cruises / reference 2
Emerald Cruises / reference 3
Riverside Luxury Cruises / reference 1
Riverside Luxury Cruises / reference 2
Riverside Luxury Cruises / reference 3
Riviera Travel / reference 1

Riviera Travel / reference 2

Riviera Travel / reference 3
AMADEUS River Cruises / reference 1
AMADEUS River Cruises / reference 2
VIVA Cruises / reference 1

VIVA Cruises / reference 2

CroisiEurope / reference 1
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https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/why-viking/viking-difference/viking-inclusive-value.html
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/frequently-asked-questions.html
https://www.vikingcruises.com/press/press-releases/2026-3-24-viking-announces-new-sailing-dates-for-india-river-voyages-through-2029.html
https://www.amawaterways.com/ships/amaverde
https://www.amawaterways.com/terms-conditions/booking-sales
https://www.amawaterways.com/ships/amadouro
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/why-avalon/its-all-included/
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/terms/
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/why-avalon/suite-ships/
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/why-avalon/peru/
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/why-avalon/drinks/
https://www.avalonwaterways.com/why-avalon/amenities/
https://www.uniworld.com/us/river-cruises/all-inclusive-river-cruises
https://www.uniworld.com/us/why-uniworld/suites
https://www.uniworld.com/us/themed-cruises/family-friendly-cruises
https://scenic.cruises/US/en-US/plan-your-journey/faqs/river
https://scenic.cruises/US/en-US/river/river-experience/ship-experience/dining-beverages
https://scenic.cruises/US/en-US/offers/military-savings
https://www.tauck.com/river-cruises/why-take-a-river-cruise/distinctively-inclusive
https://www.tauck.com/river-cruises/why-take-a-river-cruise/all-inclusive-river-cruise
https://www.tauck.com/tours-and-cruises/family-travel/bridges-faq
https://www.emerald.cruises/US/en-US/river/river-experience/ship-experience/dining-beverages
https://emerald.cruises/US/en-US/river/river-experience/excursions-experiences/europe
https://embed-rech-01.dialog.cm/scenicus/docs/ec-eg0896-10_evergreen_2026_exploreextraordinary_e
https://riverside-cruises.com/en/faq
https://riverside-cruises.com/en/ravel/culinary
https://riverside-cruises.com/en/
https://www.rivieratravel.com/river-cruises/what-is-included
https://www.rivieratravel.com/help-center/river-cruise-faqs
https://www.rivieratravel.com/company-policies/booking-conditions
https://www.amadeus-rivercruises.com/amadeus-amenities.html
https://www.amadeus-rivercruises.com/why-amadeus/excursions.html
https://www.viva-cruises.com/en/onboard-abc
https://www.viva-cruises.com/en/river-cruises/all-inclusive-river-cruises
https://www.croisieuroperivercruises.com/information/aboard

08 / CHECK THE DETAILS

Official source index.

Public sources reviewed October 19, 2026. Brand claims were paraphrased; best-fit and watch-out notes include editorial judgment. Recheck the

relevant contract and current inclusion sheet for your exact booking.

CroisiEurope / reference 2

A-ROSA / reference 1

A-ROSA / reference 2

nicko cruises / reference 1

nicko cruises / reference 2

Gate 1 Travel / reference 1

Gate 1 Travel / reference 2

Grand Circle Cruise Line / reference 1
Grand Circle Cruise Line / reference 2
APT Luxury Travel / reference 1

APT Luxury Travel / reference 2

APT Luxury Travel / reference 3

APT Luxury Travel / reference 4
Travelmarvel / reference 1
Travelmarvel / reference 2

Adventures by Disney / reference 1
Adventures by Disney / reference 2
Celebrity River Cruises / reference 1
American Cruise Lines / reference 1
American Cruise Lines / reference 2
American Cruise Lines / reference 3
Aqua Expeditions / reference 1

Aqua Expeditions / reference 2
Pandaw / reference 1

Pandaw / reference 2

Pandaw / reference 3

Heritage Line / reference 1

Heritage Line / reference 2

Delfin Amazon Cruises / reference 1
Delfin Amazon Cruises / reference 2
National Geographic—Lindblad Expeditions / reference 1
National Geographic—Lindblad Expeditions / reference 2
Assam Bengal Navigation / reference 1
Assam Bengal Navigation / reference 2

Assam Bengal Navigation / reference 3
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https://www.croisieuroperivercruises.com/information/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.arosa-cruises.com/my-a-rosa/price-system.html
https://newsroom.arosa-cruises.com/press-kits/press-kit-a-rosa-sena.html
https://www.nicko-cruises.de/en/english-departures
https://www.nicko-cruises.de/en/important-information/a-word-to-all
https://www.gate1travel.com/river-cruises/europe-river-cruises/2026/rhine/rhine-river-cruise-15dabgamsbsl26.aspx
https://www.gate1travel.com/package-categories/
https://www.gct.com/grand-circle-difference
https://www.gct.com/-/media/flipbooks-pdf/rivers-2026/2026_tpg_rxs.pdf
https://www.aptouring.com/en-us/experiences/travel-styles/river-cruise
https://www.aptouring.com/en-us/experiences/travel-styles/river-cruise/europe
https://www.aptouring.com/en-us/tours/europe/germany/magnificent-europe
https://prod.net.aptouring.com/en-us/our-fleet/apt-solara-apt-ostara-and-apt-alara
https://www.travelmarvel.com/en-us/experiences/travel-styles/river-cruises
https://www.travelmarvel.com/en-us
https://www.adventuresbydisney.com/trip-types/river-cruises/
https://www.adventuresbydisney.com/faqs/
https://www.celebritycruises.com/river
https://www.americancruiselines.com/general-information/faqs
https://www.americancruiselines.com/general-information
https://www.americancruiselines.com/why-american/about-us/all-inclusive
https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/destinations/mekong-river-cruise
https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/destinations/amazon-river-cruise
https://www.pandaw.com/passenger-information/included-cruise-price
https://www.pandaw.com/addon/free-flow-drinks
https://www.pandaw.com/
https://heritage-line.com/itinerary/upper-mekong-7-nights/
https://heritage-line.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/heritage-line-i-cruise-inclusions-benefits-20250716.pdf
https://www.delfinamazoncruises.com/our-vessels-delfin-iii/
https://www.delfinamazoncruises.com/resource-library-rates-terms-amenities/
https://www.expeditions.com/expeditions/upper-amazon
https://www.expeditions.com/about/fleet/delfin-ii/itineraries
https://www.assambengalnavigation.com/brahmaputra-river-cruises
https://www.assambengalnavigation.com/unlimited-beverages
https://www.assambengalnavigation.com/ganges-maximum

08 / CHECK THE DETAILS

Official source index.

Public sources reviewed October 19, 2026. Brand claims were paraphrased; best-fit and watch-out notes include editorial judgment. Recheck the

relevant contract and current inclusion sheet for your exact booking.

Antara River Cruises / reference 1
Antara River Cruises / reference 2
The Oberoi Nile Cruisers / reference 1
The Oberoi Nile Cruisers / reference 2
A&K Sanctuary / reference 1

A&K Sanctuary / reference 2

Sonesta Nile Cruises / reference 1
Sonesta Nile Cruises / reference 2
Victoria Cruise Lines / reference 1
Victoria Cruise Lines / reference 2
Century Cruises / reference 1
Century Cruises / reference 2

Century Cruises / reference 3
European Waterways / reference 1
European Waterways / reference 2
Les Bateaux Belmond / reference 1
Les Bateaux Belmond / reference 2
Les Bateaux Belmond / reference 3
TUI River Cruises / reference 1

Rhine / route reference

Upper Danube / route reference
Lower Danube + Iron Gates / route reference
Moselle + tributaries / route reference
Seine + Normandy / route reference
Rhéne + Sabne / route reference
Douro / route reference

Elbe / route reference

Venice lagoon + Po region / route reference
Upper Mekong / route reference
Magdalena / route reference
Mississippi + U.S. tributaries / route reference
Columbia + Snake / route reference

Chobe wildlife cruise / route reference
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https://www.antaracruises.com/ganga-cruise-itineraries/
https://www.antaracruises.com/antara-ganga-cruise/
https://www.oberoihotels.com/nile-cruise-zahra/itineraries/
https://www.oberoihotels.com/best-of-egypt/
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/sanctuary
https://www.abercrombiekent.com/destinations/middle-east-and-north-africa/egypt/luxury-nile-cruises
https://www.sonesta.com/sonesta-cruises
https://www.sonesta.com/sonesta-dahabeya-amirat-ii
https://www.victoriacruiselines.com/FAQ.html
https://www.victoriacruiselines.com/Cruise1.html
https://www.centuryrivercruises.com/en/aboard%20cruise-cuisine.html
https://www.centuryrivercruises.com/en/important-information-0.html
https://centuryrivercruises.com/a/cruises/Shanghai_to_Chongqing/
https://www.europeanwaterways.com/european-river-cruises/
https://www.europeanwaterways.com/french-home-page/
https://www.belmond.com/en/boats/europe/france/les-bateaux-belmond
https://www.belmond.com/en/boats/europe/france/les-bateaux-belmond/faqs
https://pdfs.belmond.com/LBB_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.tui.co.uk/river-cruises/
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/rhine
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/why-viking/new-to-river-cruising/your-first-river-voyage
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/why-viking/new-to-river-cruising/where-we-sail
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/moselle
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/cruise-destinations/europe/waterways/seine/index.html
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/france
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/europe/douro/enticing-douro
https://www.vikingrivercruises.com/cruise-destinations/index-v2.html
https://www.uniworld.com/us/river-cruise/italy/venice-and-the-jewels-of-veneto/2026-venice-to-venice?market=us
https://heritage-line.com/cruise/upper-mekong-river/
https://www.amawaterways.com/river-cruises/south-america/magdalena
https://www.americancruiselines.com/libraries/ACL/Documents/travel-agents/guides/American-Cruise-Lines_2026-2028_Travel-Advisor-Guide_041726.pdf
https://www.americancruiselines.com/cruises/columbia-and-snake-river-cruises?duration=6-9
https://www.amawaterways.com/ships/zambezi-queen

